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people, and local officials through-
out the sprawling archdiocese this
week, and has identified about 60
parishes that are being recom-
mended for possible closure.

Among the findings:
ª A significant minority of

clusters — at least 16, represent-
ing about one-fifth of the archdio-
cese’s churches — are not recom-
mending any closings. In some
cases the group will argue that the
archdiocese should allow more
parishes to stay open by using dea-
cons and laypeople to oversee
churches and share priests.

ª Some clusters, particularly
those in suburban areas, are argu-
ing that none of their parishes
should close because there is only
one parish per town in their area;
others contend they should be
spared because of anticipated
growth, in some cases driven by
the expected closure of parishes in
nearby urban clusters.

ª Urban clusters are recom-
mending multiple parish closings,
apparently in recognition of the
fact that the area’s older cities,
such as Boston, Brockton, Law-
rence, Lowell, Newton, and Quin-
cy, have a high density of Catholic
churches and a declining popula-
tion of Catholic churchgoers.
Many of the urban parishes are fi-
nancially struggling and are in ag-
ing buildings.

ª In several areas, including
Brockton, Charlestown, Milton,
Winchester, and the Canton-
Sharon-Stoughton area, clusters
are recommending that the arch-
diocese consider closing the par-
ishes with concentrations of poor
people, ethnic minorities, or for-
eign-born residents, again posing
a challenge to O’Malley’s pledge to
protect those populations. In most
cases, these parishes also are the
weakest or smallest. For example,
in Newton, the cluster is expected
to recommend the closure of St.
Philip Neri, one of the smallest
parishes in that city but also the
headquarters of the archdiocese’s
Korean community.

Process is likened
to game of ‘‘Survivor’’

The process by which clusters
are required to recommend which
of the archdiocese’s 357 parishes
could close, is frequently being de-
scribed as an ecclesiastical version
of ‘‘Survivor,’’ in which the 80 geo-
graphic clusters must choose
some among them to close.

O’Malley has not said how
many parishes he will order shut-
tered, but he has said it will be a
substantial number, necessitated
by a decline in participation in
worship and financial contribu-
tions, a dwindling number of
priests, and a gradual shift of
church-going Catholics from cities
to the suburbs.

In South Boston, the effort to
decide what parish to close was so
acrimonious that priests and lay-
people have simply given up with-
out coming to any conclusion
about which of the neighbor-
hood’s struggling parishes should
close.

In Lynnfield, where there are
only two, both parishes have duti-
fully agreed that if two must be
closed, the archdiocese should
simply pull out of the town alto-
gether.

And in Cape Ann and Brain-
tree, parishioners are recom-
mending that all their parishes be
merged into one giant parish, per-
haps with multiple campuses but
one central staff.

As deadline nears,
alternatives sought

Some priests and parishioners
already are preparing to fight the
early suggestions, urging the re-
gional vicar, the regional bishop, a
central committee of the archdio-
cese, or O’Malley himself to con-
sider alternatives.

According to Kathleen Heck,
the laywoman who has been hired
by the archdiocese to help oversee
the parish reconfiguration pro-
cess, in cases where clusters fail to
recommend any parish closings,
the archbishop will make the deci-
sions without benefit of local in-
put. In at least two cases, vicars al-
ready are intervening to prevent
such decision-making on high: the

vicar who oversees Weymouth or-
dered the cluster panel back to the
drawing board; another vicar is
planning to simply make his own
recommendations.

But some local church leaders
say it simply doesn’t make sense to
close churches everywhere.

‘‘In no way do we look at this as
an act of disobedience, but rather
as collaboration; we want to do
our best to give Archbishop Sean
good advice,’’ said the Rev. Paul E.
Ritt, pastor of St. John the Evan-
gelist Church in North Chelms-
ford. The cluster — made up of the
three parishes in Chelmsford,
North Chelmsford, and Westford
— has recommended no closings
in that area. Instead, the cluster is
suggesting the archdiocese recon-
sider where priests live and are as-
signed, with an eye toward equip-
ping laypeople to assuming more
responsibility in parishes.

‘‘In our neck of the woods, all
the parishes are doing very well.
They’re vibrant, they’re growing in
many ways, and they’re financially
self-sufficient, so the sense we
have is that, in our particular clus-
ter, for the foreseeable future we
are quite viable and vibrant,’’ Ritt
said.

The Rev. Joseph M. Hennessey
at St. Joseph in Kingston also said
parishes could be staffed by a per-
manent deacon or administered
by a qualified lay person.

‘‘The whole country does that
already,’’ he said. ‘‘Ninety percent
of what I do, you don’t need to be a
priest to do.’’

Recommendations called
‘exercise in obedience’

Some clusters are offering rec-
ommendations they hope and ex-
pect will be ignored.

Pastors of the three-parish
cluster in Abington, Rockland,
and Whitman said they consider it
inconceivable that any of their
churches will close. The recom-
mendation that St. Bridget in Ab-
ington should close was ‘‘strictly
an exercise in obedience, not in
any way a suggestion we expect to
see go forward,’’ said the Rev.
James F. Hickey, pastor of Holy
Family in Rockland.

Although the archdiocese has
long talked of the need for parish-
es to plan together in clusters, for
many Catholic priests and lay-
people, the consolidation process
announced by O’Malley in Decem-
ber marks the first time they have
really had to make serious deci-
sions with neighboring churches.

Some of the conversations
have gone smoothly, as lay and
clergy representatives of the par-
ishes have met, evaluated the
strengths and weaknesses of each
church, and voted on the answers
to two questions posed by the

archdiocese: if you had to close
one parish in your cluster, which
would it be, and if you had to close
more than one parish, which
would they be.

Other talks have not worked as
planned. The priest who heads
two Boston churches — St. Ann
University Parish, which had been
closed temporarily because of lead
paint, and St. Cecilia Church —
said the nine-church cluster of
churches downtown, in the North
End, and South End have not yet
met with laypeople. ‘‘Sadly,’’ said
the Rev. John J. Unni, ‘‘up to this
point there has been no lay in-
volvement.’’

Frustration is running high.
‘‘The rich and powerful are

beating up on the poor and disen-
franchised,’’ said John Hynes of
Canton, the chairman of Boston
Voice of the Faithful and a mem-
ber of a cluster that chose to rec-
ommend the closing of a parish
with a substantial population of
Brazilian worshipers. ‘‘The only
way for a parish to keep its name
off the list is to do everything it can
to make sure some other parish’s
name gets on the list; you struggle
to point your finger at another
parish, and it’s survival of the fit-
test.’’

A struggle to respond
with limited information

The size of clusters around the
archdiocese is uneven and
changes — the archdiocese has de-
clined to provide a current list of
clusters, so the Globe compiled
one itself based on an outdated list
and changes gleaned from pastors
— but there are numerous two-
parish clusters, which have strug-
gled to understand how they are
supposed to respond to a request
to recommend closing two or
more churches.

‘‘In effect, we were not voting
ourselves out of existence; we
were responsive to the archbish-
op’s question thoughtfully and
prayerfully, mindful of the overall
mission of the church of Boston,’’
said the Rev. Thomas J. Powers,
pastor of St. Maria Goretti Church
in Lynnfield.

Some parishes are, not surpris-
ingly, unhappy to be recommend-
ed for closure.

‘‘The parishes who voted
against us apparently made their
decision on our low numbers with
little insight into who we are and
our financial viability vs. their
own,’’ the Rev. James G. Burke of
Infant Jesus-St. Lawrence Church
in Brookline wrote in his parish
bulletin after the Brookline-
Jamaica Plain cluster recommend-
ed his parish for closure.

The Rev. Robert J. Bowers, the
pastor of Saint Catherine of Siena
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CENTRAL
 Boston Our Lady of Perpetual Help –

 Dorchester Holy Family –

  Saint John - Saint Hugh –

 Roxbury Saint Francis/Saint Philip –

  Saint Mary of the Angels –

  Saint Patrick –

 Boston Cathedral of the Holy Cross –

  Holy Trinity –

  Our Lady of Victories –

  Sacred Heart –

  Saint Ann –

  Saint Cecilia –

  Saint James the Greater –

  Saint Joseph –

  Saint Leonard of Port Maurice –

 Charlestown Saint Catherine of Siena C

  Saint Francis de Sales O

  Saint Mary O

 East Boston Our Lady of Mount Carmel C

  Our Lady of the Assumption C

  Saint Mary Star of the Sea C

  Most Holy Redeemer O

  Sacred Heart O

  Saint Joseph - Saint Lazarus O

 Winthrop Holy Rosary –

  Saint John the Evangelist –

 Allston Saint Anthony O

 Brighton Our Lady of the Presentation O

  Saint Columbkille O

  Saint Gabriel O

 Cambridge Saint John the Evangelist –

  Saint Paul –

  Saint Peter –

 Cambridge Imm. Conception (Lith) C1

  Blessed Sacrament C2

  Saint Francis of Assisi C2

  Sacred Heart O

  Saint Anthony O

  Saint Mary of Annunciation O

 Cambridge Immaculate Conception C1

 Somerville Saint Joseph C2

  Saint Ann O

  Saint Anthony O

  Saint Benedict O

  Saint Catherine of Genoa O

  Saint Clement O

 Roslindale Sacred Heart O

 W. Roxbury Holy Name O

  Saint John Chrysostom O

  Saint Theresa of Avila O

 Jamaica Plain Blessed Sacrament C2

  Our Lady of Lourdes C2

  Saint Thomas Aquinas O

 Brookline Infant Jesus-Saint Lawrence C1

  Saint Mary of the Assumption O

 Hyde Park Most Precious Blood –

  Saint Adalbert –

 Readville Saint Anne –

 Dorchester Saint Brendan C

  Saint Mark C

  Saint Ann O

  Saint Gregory O

 Hyde Park Saint Joseph C1

 Dorchester Saint Matthew C2

 Mattapan Saint Angela Merici O

 Dorchester Saint Christopher C

  Saint William C

  Saint Ambrose O

  Saint Margaret O

  Saint Peter O

 S. Boston Gate of Heaven O

  Our Lady of Czestochowa O

  Saint Augustine O

  Saint Brigid O

  Saint Monica O

  Saint Peter O

  Saint Vincent de Paul O

MERRIMACK
 Ayer Saint Mary O

 Groton Sacred Heart-Saint James O

 Pepperell Saint Joseph O

 Shirley Saint Anthony O

 Townsend Saint John the Evangelist O

 Andover Saint Augustine O

  Saint Robert Bellarmine O

 N. Andover Saint Michael O

 Lawrence Saints Peter and Paul C/M

  Holy Trinity C/M

  Holy Rosary O/M

  Saint Mary/Imm. Concept. O/M

  Saint Patrick O/M

  Asuncion de la Virgen Maria C/M

  Sacred Heart C/M

 Methuen Our Lady of Good Counsel O

  Saint Lucy O

  Saint Monica O

 Dracut Saint Francis of Assisi –

  Saint Marguerite d’Youville –

 Tyngsboro Saint Mary Magdalen –

 Lowell Holy Trinity –

  Immaculate Conception –

  Notre Dame de Lourdes –

  Nuestra Senora Del Carmen –

  Sacred Heart –

  Saint Anthony –

  Saint Jeanne d’Arc –

  Saint Louis de France –

  Saint Margaret –

  Saint Marie –

  Saint Michael –

  Saint Patrick –

  Saint Rita –

 Tewksbury Saint William O

 Wilmington Saint Dorothy C1

  Saint Thomas of Villanova C1

 Chelmsford Saint John the Evangelist O

  Saint Mary O

 Westford Saint Catherine of Alexandria O

 Billerica Saint Andrew O

  Saint Mary O

  Saint Theresa of Lisieux O

 Acton Saint Elizabeth of Hungary O

 Littleton Saint Anne O

 Maynard Saint Bridget O

 Stow Saint Isidore O

 Bedford Saint Michael O

 Carlisle Saint Irene O

 Concord Our Lady Help of Christians O

  Saint Bernard O

 Lincoln Saint Joseph O

 Amesbury Holy Family –

 Merrimac Nativity –

 Newburyport Immaculate Conception –

 Salisbury Star of the Sea –

 W. Newbury Saint Ann –

 Lexington Sacred Heart O

  Saint Brigid O

 Burlington Saint Malachy O

  Saint Margaret O

 Georgetown Saint Mary –

 Groveland Saint Patrick –

 Rowley Saint Mary –

 Haverhill All Saints –

  Sacred Hearts –

  Saint James –

  Saint John the Baptist –

 Gloucester Our Lady of Good Voyage M

  Sacred Heart M

  Saint Ann M

  Saint Peter M

 Rockport Saint Joachim M

 Chelsea Our Lady of Grace C2

  Saint Rose of Lima O

  Saint Stanislaus C1

NORTH
 Everett Immaculate Conception –

  Saint Anthony –

  Saint Therese –

 Lynn Saint Michael C1

  Holy Family C2

  Sacred Heart O

  Saint Joseph O

  Saint Mary O

  Saint Pius Fifth O

 Peabody Saint Thomas the Apostle –

 Salem Immaculate Conception –

  Saint Anne –

  Saint James C

  Saint John the Baptist –

  Saint Joseph –

 Marblehead Our Lady Star of the Sea O

 Nahant Saint Thomas Aquinas C

 Swampscott Saint John the Evangelist O

 Peabody Our Lady of Fatima –

  Saint Adelaide –

  Saint Ann –

  Saint John the Baptist –

 Melrose Incarnation of Our Lord Jesus –

  Saint Mary of the Annunciation –

 Saugus Blessed Sacrament –

  Saint Margaret –

 Stoneham Saint Patrick –

 Wakefi eld Most Blessed Sacrament –

  Saint Florence –

  Saint Joseph –

 Winchester Immaculate Conception C

  Saint Eulalia O

  Saint Mary O

 Woburn Saint Joseph C

  Saint Anthony O

  Saint Barbara O

  Saint Charles Borromeo O

 Revere Immaculate Conception O

  Our Lady of Lourdes C

  Saint Anthony of Padua O

  Saint Mary of the Assumption C

 Beverly Saint Margaret –

 Essex Saint John the Baptist –

 Manchester Sacred Heart –

 N.Reading Saint Theresa O

 Reading Saint Agnes O

  Saint Athanasius O

 Ipswich Our Lady of Hope –

 Hamilton Saint Paul –

 Middleton Saint Agnes –

 Topsfi eld Saint Rose of Lima –

 Lynnfi eld Saint Maria Goretti C1

  Our Lady of the Assumption C2

 Beverly Saint Alphonsus –

  Saint John the Evangelist –

  Saint Mary Star of the Sea –

 Danvers Saint Mary Annunciation –

  Saint Richard –

 Arlington Saint Agnes –

  Saint Camillus –

  Saint James the Apostle –

  Saint Jerome –

 Malden Saint Peter C

  Immaculate Conception O

  Sacred Hearts O

  Saint Joseph O

 Medford Saint James C1

  Sacred Heart C2

  Saint Francis of Assisi O

  Saint Joseph O

  Saint Raphael O

SOUTH
 Abington Saint Bridget C1

 Rockland Holy Family O

 Whitman Holy Ghost O

 Halifax Our Lady of the Lake C1

 Hanover Saint Mary of Sacred Heart O

 Hanson Saint Joseph the Worker O

 Pembroke Saint Thecla C2

 Lakeville Saints Martha and Mary O

 Mid’borough Sacred Heart C2

 Rochester Saint Rose of Lima C1

 Braintree Saint Clare M

  Saint Francis of Assisi M

  Saint Thomas More M

 Milton Saint Pius Tenth C1

  Saint Elizabeth C2

  Saint Mary of the Hills C2

  Saint Agatha O

 Quincy Star of the Sea C1

  Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton C2

  Saint John the Baptist C3

  Most Blessed Sacrament O

  Sacred Heart O

  Saint Ann O

  Saint Joseph O

  Saint Mary O

 Cohasset Saint Anthony O

 Hingham Resurrection of Lord Jesus C2

  Saint Paul C2

 Hull Saint Mary/Saint Ann O

 Norwell Saint Helen O

 Scituate Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini C1

  Saint Mary of the Nativity O

 Weymouth Immaculate Conception –

  Sacred Heart –

  Saint Albert the Great –

  Saint Francis Xavier –

  Saint Jerome –

 Bridgewater Saint Thomas Aquinas –

 E. B’water Saint John –

  Saint Ann –

 Avon Saint Michael O

 Holbrook Saint Joseph O

 Randolph Saint Bernadette O

  Saint Mary O

 Brockton Saint Casimir –

  Saint Margaret –

  Saint Patrick –

  Sacred Heart C/M

  Saint Colman of Cloyne O/M

  Our Lady of Lourdes O

  Saint Edith Stein O

 Canton Saint Gerard Majella O

  Saint John the Evangelist O

 Sharon Our Lady of Sorrows O

 Stoughton Our Lady of the Rosary C

  Immaculate Conception O

  Saint James O

 Dedham Saint Mary O

  Saint Susanna O

 Foxborough Saint Mary O

 Norfolk Saint Jude O

 Plainville Saint Martha O

 Wrentham Saint Mary O

 Norwood Saint George C1

  Saint Timothy C4

  Saint Catherine of Siena O

 Walpole Saint Mary C3

  Blessed Sacrament O

 Westwood Saint Denis C2

  Saint Margaret Mary O

 Carver Our Lady of Lourdes C2

 Kingston Saint Joseph O

 Plymouth Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha C1

  Saint Bonaventure O

  Saint Mary O

  Saint Peter O

 Duxbury Holy Family O

 Marshfi eld Saint Christine O

  Our Lady of the Assumption –

  Saint Ann by the Sea –

WEST
Many clusters in the West region
are still debating and hope to make
decisions this weekend.

 Dover Most Precious Blood –

 Medfi eld Saint Edward the Confessor –

 Sherborn Saint Theresa –

 Ashland Saint Cecilia –

 Holliston Saint Mary –

 Hopkinton Saint John the Evangelist –

 Bellingham Assumption –

  Saint Blaise –

  Saint Brendan –

 Franklin Saint Mary –

 Medway Saint Joseph –

 Millis Saint Thomas the Apostle –

 Framingham Saint Bridget –

  Saint George –

  Saint Jeremiah –

  Saint Stephen –

  Saint Tarcisius –

 Natick Saint Linus –

 Sudbury Saint Anselm –

 Natick Sacred Heart –

  Saint Patrick –

 Needham Saint Bartholomew –

  Saint Joseph –

 Wellesley Saint James the Great –

  Saint John the Evangelist –

  Saint Paul –

 Weston Saint Julia –

 Hudson Saint Michael –

 Marlborough Immaculate Conception –

  Saint Ann –

  Saint Mary –

  Saint Matthias –

 Sudbury Our Lady of Fatima –

 Newton Corpus Christi –

  Mary Immaculate of Lourdes –

  Our Lady Help of Christians –

  Sacred Heart –

  Saint Bernard –

  Saint Ignatius Loyola –

  Saint Philip Neri –

 Waltham Our Lady Comforter Affl icted –

  Sacred Heart –

  Saint Charles Borromeo –

  Saint Joseph –

  Saint Jude –

  Saint Mary –

 Belmont Our Lady of Mercy –

  Saint Joseph –

  Saint Luke –

 Watertown Sacred Heart –

  Saint Patrick –

 Wayland Saint Ann –

  Saint Zepherin –
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Recommending parish closings
Clusters of parishes around the Archdiocese of Boston are asked to recommend which parishes
among them could close as part of the consolidation process launched by Archbishop Sean P. O’Malley.
Below, based on interviews with priests and laypeople, are many of the recommendations reached
thus far; grouped by region of the archdiocese, and, within each region, by cluster. 

 O Parish remains open

 – Undecided/Unknown

 C Parish would close

  If followed by a number, the cluster

  ranked recommended closings.

  C1 would close fi rst, C2 second, etc. 

 M All parishes merge

 O/M Remain open, absorb another parish

 C/M Close, be absorbed by another parish

Highlighted clusters are recommending no 

closings among the parishes in their group.
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The funeral of Howard Dickinson of Stoughton took place
yesterday at St. Bridget in Abington, recommended for closing.

‘The rich and powerful are beating up
on the poor and disenfranchised.’

John Hynes, Boston Voice of the Faithful


