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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION PREDICTOR

And the winneris. ..

IN 2007, statistician Nate Silver applied Sabermetrics — a numbers-based
approach to predicting baseball performance — to the presidential election.
He successfully predicted the outcomes in 49 states and went on to correctly
predict all 35 Senate races that year. This shot him to political fame, because
that level of accuracy feels comforting in a situation where the stakes are so
high and the outcome so unknowable. But the joy of politics is still unpredict-

1. THE ORIGAMI FORTUNE TELLER (ELECTION SHENANIGANS EDITION)

ability — for all the guessing and numbers and extrapolation, there is no way
to know with certainty what’s going to happen Nov. 6. So, in the Sabermetrics
spirit of leaving emotion out of the equation — while also in the cable-news-
talking-head spirit of willfully ignoring all data — we bring you a few totally
unbiased games with which to predict the 2012 presidential election. For
more, go to www.bostonglobe.com/opinion. — HEATHER HOPP-BRUCE

2. COIN TOSS

The “cootie catcher” you remember o
from childhood can also predict how e 53
ff dals, and dirty trick £ o2
gaffes, scandals, and dirty tricks w 23 ey
affect elections. g §§ % §
_— N 52 82
TTo make the origami w 2~ 3 b
PA¢ fortune teller: < =
u =
a

2
0/}. 7
- f/o};/; 60 %
ey 2 “ 4@ @/. ffé /
“ Y= '7/6, /0(20 OC} (J @
\‘ V"‘\ I % /‘00 6’(9(/“
\‘u" \‘H\ﬁ\\ ’(9 /.("
%
4.Fold the 5.Unfold 6. Foldall
other way again Ccorners.... j The president’s new

slogan “You
didn’t bomb that!”

convinces Dick
¢ Cheney to ditch the
\ % “pacifist” GOP, taking
8. Turnit 9. Fold all masses of swing-
over corners ... state hawks

with him.

W2

10. like this

A

A
}55
/.

11. Fold in half 12. Popitup

He crushes it after
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Waaaay too complicated?
Video instructions can be found at
www.bostonglobe.com/opinion
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The streak was bro-
ken in 2004 when
the Redskins lost,
but George W. Bush
bested John Kerry.

Note: On Nov. 4,

the Redskins host
the Panthers.

3. MASH

This classic pre-teen game is traditionally used to predict future fortune, career, and
romance, though it can just as easily (and no less accurately) be modified to foretell
election outcomes.
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A head for politics: For those well beyond their MASH
days, it will be small consolation to know that hairlines

are considered by some to predict presidential elections. all-time presi-
Historically, the theory goes, the candidate with the most dential election
hair wins. Recent outcomes, however, have dealt a blow to loser was ...
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4. THE SPINNER

Less fun than spin-the-bottle but more fun than losing at “Wheel of Fortune,” the candidate spinner
has as much predictive logic as, say, depending upon a large rodent to predict winter’s duration.
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